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Phase Two Information Display Boards



Have a look round and see our updated proposals for the Cottam Solar Project and
West Burton Solar Project. We are here today to share with you our detailed proposals
for each project and hear your feedback.

We welcome your views and comments to help us to finalise our proposals before we submit our application
later this year.

In November 2021 we held our phase one consultation where we introduced the projects and asked for feedback
on our early stage proposals.

Since the end of our phase one consultation, we have considered the feedback you gave us and have been using
it to develop our proposals further.

For our phase two consultation, we are now presenting you with our detailed design proposals for the projects.
This includes the results of our environmental assessments, our site layouts and our plans for environmental

mitigation measures. We have also been working with local community groups to explore opportunities for
delivering direct local benefits.
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Established in 2013, Island Green Power (IGP) has delivered

26 solar projects worldwide totalling more than 1GW of
capacity. This includes 14 solar projects in the UK and

Republic of Ireland.
Applicant’and developers of the projects and are part of

Limited and West Burton Solar Project Limited will be ‘the
Island Green Power Limited.

developer of renewable energy projects.
IGP’s mission is to increase solar energy usage, making
more renewable energy possible and saving thousands
of tonnes of CO, in the process. Cottam Solar Project

Island Green Power is an international



Both projects are named after their grid
connection points at the existing National
Grid substations at the Cottam Power Station
and West Burton Power Station. Each project
involves a series of areas of land which would
host ground-mounted solar panels and be
connected by underground cables.

Cottam Solar Project would generate around
600 MW of renewable energy and West
Burton Solar Project would generate around
480 MW of renewable energy, both with the
facility to store some of this energy for when
it is needed most.

Because of the amount of renewable energy
each project would generate, they will each be
classified as a separate Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project (NSIP). This means that,
to gain permission to build both projects, we
will be submitting two Development Consent
Order (DCO) applications, one for each

project, to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS).
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The decommissioning of Cottam and
West Burton Power Stations presents the
opportunity to repower the region with
clean, green energy.

The Cottam Solar Project could replace around
30% of the former generation capacity of

the coal powered Cottam Power Station and
generate enough clean energy to power
180,000 homes

The West Burton Solar project could replace
around 24% of the generation capacity of the
coal powered West Burton Power Station and
generate enough clean energy to power
144,000 homes

Supporting regional and national targets for
reducing carbon emissions to net zero by 2050

Improving energy resilience by diversifying
energy production and storing energy for
when it is needed most

Contributing towards strategic improvements
to local ecology and biodiversity

Delivering affordable energy, as the electricity
generated from solar is already cheaper than
electricity generated from fossil fuels and

the project would be subsidy free without
taxpayer funding

Facilitating or directly delivering other
potential local needs or initiatives, which
could be suggested by you through our
consultation




Cottam Solar Project

The Cottam Solar Project is named
after its grid connection point at the
existing National Grid substation at
the Cottam Power Station.

The proposals involve three sites:

- Cottam 1 is located in the area PR R N b e e ]
around Coates; : x SR e

- Cottam 2 is located east of the village of
Corringham; and

« Cottam 3 is located to the northeast and

south-east of the village of Blyton and east
of Pilham.

These sites would host ground-mounted solar
panels and be connected by underground cable.
Energy storage infrastructure is proposed to be
included within the Cottam 1 site.

BN SLirton by Stow RPN "‘

' Cottam Power Station

The project would generate around 600 MW of
renewable energy, as well as having the capacity
to store this energy for when it is needed most. fjrea for soldrpanels and dssocidted Cable Route Search Corridor
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West Burton Solar Project

The West Burton Solar Project is
named after its grid connection point

at the existing National Grid substation

at the West Burton Power Station.

The proposals involve five sites:

West Burton 1, 2 and 3 are located east of the
River Trent, south of the A1500 and north

of Saxilby, in the district of West Lindsey,
Lincolnshire.

West Burton 4 is located between the villages
of Clayworth and Gringley on the Hill, in the
district of Bassetlaw, Nottinghamshire.

These sites would host ground-mounted solar
panels and be connected by an underground
cable.

There will also be a smaller fifth site, West
Burton Substation, which will include energy
storage infrastructure and the main 400kV
substation. This is located to the northwest of
West Burton Power Station.
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The project would generate around 480 MW of renewable energy, and have the facility to store energy for when
it is needed most.




Following our phase one consultation last year, we have been developing our
proposals by considering feedback alongside environmental assessments and
technical work that we are undertaking.

This has informed the more detailed design presented for our phase two
consultation.

When designing our sites we have:

- Removed some areas of better quality agricultural land from the
development area;

. Introduced a buffer between some residential properties and the panels and
propose that certain fields have no panels at all due to landscape and visual
considerations;

- Designed the West Burton 2 site so that there are no panels in the eastern
part after detailed assessment concluded that flooding would be too deep
for panels to be suitable;

- Taken into account potential archaeology on the site;

- Proposed access points that use existing field entrances and avoid large
impacts on the local road network;

. Ensured offsets from sensitive ecology such as badger setts, watercourses,
ditches and trees with bat roost potential.

Cable Routes

We have also been working to
refine our cable route corridors
to manage potential impacts to
the surrounding environment.

This includes looking for
opportunities to combine cable
routes, where possible, across
both the Cottam and West
Burton projects, but also with the
separate Gate Burton Energy
Park project being proposed

by Low Carbon. The main area
of refinement has taken place
around the crossing of the River
Trent, with a preferred location
identified to the southwest

of Marton.

The more focussed search
areas have also been informed
by landowner consultation,
assessments of environmental
constraints and other planning
applications, and avoiding
residential or business properties.




As part of our phase two consultation, we are now presenting the findings of the
environmental studies undertaken to date in our Preliminary Environmental Information
Report (PEIR). We are asking for feedback on this environmental information and the
planned environmental mitigation measures to help shape our final design for the
projects.

A PEIR has been produced for the Cottam Solar Project and the West Burton Solar Project.

Each PEIR is made up of three parts:

Volume 1: Report - The main report introduces and explains the solar project, including how the design
has evolved and the policy context within which it is being developed (Chapters 1-6). The report
includes technical chapters on key topics, setting out the reporting and assessment of our preliminary
environmental studies to date (chapters 7-20). This includes topics such as Landscape and Visual Impact,
Ecology and Biodiversity, and Traffic and Access.

Volume 2: Appendices - Appendices are provided to present information in support of the Volume 1
Report. This includes detailed site plans and layouts for each of the site areas, outline managements
plans for landscape and ecology, construction and traffic, and survey methodology and results.

Non-Technical Summary - The PEIR also includes a summary to provide a more concise overview of the
Volume 1 Report in non-technical language. The Non-Technical Summary provides an overview of the
preliminary assessments undertaken for each of the topics in the report. The document also provides an
overarching summary of the anticipated environmental effects of the project identified at this stage.




Our PEIR sets out outline management measures
which indicate the standards and procedures

for managing the impact of traffic during the
construction period.

This includes localised road improvements where necessary
to minimise any traffic disruption for the local community, and
procedures to manage and control traffic levels.

Some of the proposals we have made to manage
construction traffic are:

- Temporary road signing will be implemented along the designated
route to inform other traffic of the ongoing construction works
and to direct construction traffic to and from the sites;

- Where possible, construction deliveries will be coordinated to
avoid construction vehicle movements during peak hours;

- Vehicles carrying material off-site will be sheeted to prevent the
spread of Dust;

. Avoiding using routes through villages where possible.

AT el

West Burton Solar Project Construction Traffic Routes (Figure 3.1 from Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan
(Appendix to Chapter 14)
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Cottam Solar Project Construction Traffic Routes (Figure 3.1 from Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan
(Appendix to Chapter 14)
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The PEIR sets out any anticipated environmental impacts that have been identified to
date and where appropriate, how we are proposing to mitigate these.

Our proposed environmental mitigation measures include:

- Retaining and managing the existing vegetation . Introducing buffers between some residential
along the boundary of the sites, where practicable. properties and the panels and proposing that certain
As well as reducing potential impacts to existing fields have no panels at all due to landscape and
planting and wildlife, this will also help to screen visual considerations.

lower-level views of the solar arrays.
- Avoiding areas of surface water flooding (where

. Planting new hedgerows and tree lines to contribute identified as being greater than 1Tm in depth) for the
to enhancing linear habitats and further screening siting of solar arrays.
the sites.
- Taking into account potential archaeology on
- Producing a landscape and ecological management the site.
plan. This will set out a strategy to manage the
habitats created over the lifetime of the project. - Ensuring there are offsets between solar panels and
sensitive ecology such as badger setts, watercourses,
. Using existing field entrances and gaps in hedgerows ditches and trees with bat roost potential.
(or other linear habitats) where possible when
planning for construction vehicles to access the site - Implementing best practice measures during
areas, and avoiding large impacts on the local road construction to minimise potential noise, dust and
network. vibration from the sites.

. Seeking to avoid using best and most versatile
agricultural land for installing solar panels.
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At phase one you gave us your suggestions of the types of community benefits you would
like to see as part of the projects. We would like to again thank you for these suggestions.

We have also been working with the Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire Community foundations, following your
phase one feedback, to explore the creation of a community fund to award funding to the sorts of local community
projects and groups you've told us matter most.

We have been exploring suggestions received to extend local foot and cycle path networks. This includes permissive
paths that connect the sites to the wider area, providing improved recreational access for local communities. Two
proposals for this are presented for our phase two consultation:

The paths are proposed around Cottam 1 and West Burton 2 as these areas were identified by local groups as areas
that would benefit from new permissive paths. The landowners in these areas were also willing to accommodate this.
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The following images are examples of the infrastructure that will be present in the Cottam and West Burton
Solar projects.

1. Solar Energy 5. Landscape Area

2. Fencing 6. Substation

3. Solar Panels 7. Energy Storage

4. Inverter (DC to AC power 8. Underground Cable

‘I converter)
4
2 3 7
6
5
3

Image of tracker panels

Image of fixed panels




Image of typical (large 400kV) power transformer Image of typical 132kV substation compound

Image of typical energy storage units




Project timeline

-

2022 Q1

Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) Scoping Request submitted to the

l\Planning Inspectorate

/

2021 Q4

First phase of community
consultation to introduce
ourselves and receive feedback
on our early stage proposals

to help identify and understand
\any local impacts

2022 Q2-Q3

Second phase of consultation
with community and technical
stakeholders, including sharing
the findings of our Preliminary
Environmental Information

Report (PEIR)

N\

-~

2023

2022 Q2

Publication of our Statement
of Community Consultation

(SoCC) and ongoing

development of our EIA

-

DCO examination and decision

/

2022 Q4
Submission of DCO application

to the Planning Inspectorate for

\public examination

~

/

2024

Qnticipated start of construction




We are aware that there are a number of other solar projects in the planning process.

In particular, we recognise the proximity of the proposed Gate Burton Energy Park to the Cottam and West
Burton Solar Projects. Proposals for the Gate Burton Energy Park are being developed by the company Low
Carbon. Gate Burton is a separate development, not connected to Island Green Power’s Cottam or West Burton
projects

We are however, committed to working collaboratively with Low Carbon to make sure that residents are informed
about each of the different solar proposals in the area. We are also seeking to combine our cable route with Low
Carbon, where we can, to ensure as little disruption to the local community as possible.

Low Carbon will also be holding its own N /ﬂ?ﬁ%@é’;

consultation on its proposals for Gate \ o R Key

Burton Energy Park proposals through | el Low Carbon: .
June and July. You can find out more S (/ S

connection corridor

about Low Carbon’s separate Gate Burton
project, including how to respond to their
consultation by:

connection corridors
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Calling: 0800 860 6259 __RETFORD
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Island Green Power:

Clayworth

Glentworth Cottam Solar Project

Cottam Solar Project

Emailing: info@gateburtonenergypark.co.uk

Writing to: FREEPOST GATE BURTON : N
ENERGY PARK Vs




We encourage you to provide your feedback on our updated proposals for the
Cottam and West Burton Solar projects. Your feedback has helped to shape the
proposals and will continue to help us to finalise our proposals as we get ready to
submit our application later this year.

You can have your say by filling out our feedback form here at the event, alternatively you can take them home
and post them to us for free at: FREEPOST CAWB Solar Projects.

- Further refining the detailed design proposals for the projects, such as the final cable routes and site layouts

- The proposed mitigation measures to minimise impacts on local communities and the environment (and whether
you think they go far enough)

- The environmental enhancement measures and community benefit opportunities proposed

You can also provide your feedback and view all of our materials through our project websites, at either:
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5 Image of Proposed Permissive Path at West Burton 2
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Introduction

West Burton Solar Project Limited Is developing proposals for a new solar and energy storage project that would cross
the county border L and e.

Our phase one community consultation ran for 6 weeks from Wednesday 03 November until Wednesday 15 December 2021
The feedback received in our first phase of consultation helped to guide us in developing our proposals further.

We undertook our phase two consultation on our more developed proposals between Wednesday 15 July 2022 to
Wednesday 27 July 2022 An extension of a 28 days was added to the consultation to allow for feedback to given on
updated Agricultural Land Classification results discovered during the Phase Two Consultation. We accepted feedback
relevant to this topic up to 23 August 2022

We then undertook further consultation, specifically in updated proposals for the West Burton 3 site area between Monday
28 Novemnber 2022 and up to and including Sunday 08 January 2023

We are grateful to everyone who to took the time to respond to our consultations. We are now reviewing this feedback as

we work to further refine our proposals.

Information on the proposals, including the materials from all phases of consultation, can be found in the
of this website.

Click here to view our map and on our phase two proposals.

View interactive m and feedback
* Return to top
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(=] About the project

HAVE YOUR SAY

Phase 2 Consultation

Welcome to our phase two consultation for
the Cottam and West Burton Solar Projects

[Completed] Phase One: Our
Proposals
This phase of engagement is now closed

PROJECT TIMELINE

< Home Phase 2 Consultation

1/1

Phase 2 Consultation

© Timetine

7 Latestnews 22 Theteam

&2 Have your say

Vview all

Phase Two Consultation: Cottam and Phase One: Interactive Map
West Burton Solar Projects Map
Cottam and West Burton solar projects

interactive map.

This phase of engagement is now closed

433 responses |

[Completed] Phase One: Our
Consultation
This phase of engagement is now closed

Learn more
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8 Posters Publicising the Consultation Opportunities



Cottam West Burton

SOLAR PROJECT

As part of our phase two consultation updated information on the design and layout of the
sites is now available. This includes information on the results of our environmental surveys
that we have been undertaking as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
process.

You can access all of the information above on our dedicated project websites

Alternatively, you can find our consultation leaflet, feedback form and our environmental
information at one of our community access points listed below;

Retford Library
Saxilby Library
Scotter Library
Gainsborough Library
West Lindsey District Council Office
Miserton Library
St Mary’s Church

If you have any further questions you can contact the communications team using the
details listed below:

West Burton
Email: info@westburtonsolar.co.uk

Phone: 0808 169 1858

Email: info@cottamsolar.co.uk

Phone: 0808 169 1848


mailto:info@westburtonsolar.co.uk
mailto:info@cottamsolar.co.uk
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Cottam West Burton

SOLAR PROJECT

Island Green Power has launched a second phase of consultation on their
proposals for two new solar projects to repower closing East Midlands power
stations with renewable energy. The two projects - Cottam Solar Project and West
Burton Solar Project — are named after their grid connection points and cross the
Lincolnshire and Nottingnhamshire county border. Together, they could generate
enough clean energy to power up to 324,000 homes.

A second six-week phase of consultation is being held on the updated proposals
between Wednesday 15" June and Wednesday 271 July 2022.

As part of the consultation, updated information on the desian and layout of the
two projects — alongside the results of environmental assessments completed to
date - has been published. Island Green Power is asking for feedback onthe
refined proposals, including the mitigation measures that have been proposed
and potential opportunities that could be delivered through the projects.

The teams behind the projects undertook a first phase of consultation on the
emerging proposdls in November 2021, The feedback received at this stage has
been considered through the development of the two projects.

Commenting on the lounch of this second phase of consultation, a spokesperson
from Island Green Power, said:

‘We are really pleased to be sharing our more detailed proposals for the Cottam
and West Burton solar projects.

Together, they could play an important role in achieving the UK's commitments to
reducing carbon emissions by increasing our supply of clean, affordable and
reliable home-grown electricity. However, we recognise that the two projects must
be delivered sensitively by considering their surrounding environments and
communities.

During our first phase of consultation last vear, we heard feedback from local
communities on the things they wanted our team to consider when developing the
proposals. These comments, alongside our technical work and environmental
assessments, have informed the more detailed lavouts and plans that we are now
able to share.

We look forward to hearing further useful feedback on our updated proposals
through this second phase of consultation. These comments will again help us to
further refine our proposals chead of submitting our application later this yvear. We
are grateful to everyone who has taken time so far to engage with us. Anyone with
aninterest in these projects is encouraged to get in touch and take partin our
upcoming consultation.

All of the information relevant to the consultation can be viewed on the dedicated
website for each project _nd



Cottam West Burton

SOLAR PROJECT

he team are also holding a series of information
events at venues across the area and online to discuss the proposals. The details
of these events are:

e Wednesday 22" June (2pm-6pm): Clayworth Memorial Hall Town St,
Clayworth, Retford DN22 9AD

e Thursday 23 June (3:30pm-7:30pm): Saxilby Village Hall 34 High St, Saxilby,
Lincoln LNT2HA

e Friday 24™ June (TTam-3pm): Blyton Memorial Hall Church Ln, Blyton,
Gainsborough DN213J7

e Scturday 25" June (12:30-4.30pm): Marton and Gate Burton Village Hall
Trent Port Rd, Marton, Gainsborough DN27T5AR

e Monday 27" June (5pm-6:30pm): Online webinar (contact the team to
register)

e Friday 1°t July Q0am-2pm): Willingham Village Hall High St, Willingham by
Stow, Gainsborough DN215J7

o Scturday 2™ July lam-3pm): Gringley on-the-Hill Community Centre W
Wells Ln, Gringley on the Hill, Doncaster DN10 4QY

e Tuesday 12" July (6:30pm-8pm): Online webinar (contact the team to
register)

Feedback can be provided online at the project websites, at the information
events, by writing to or returning a feedback form to FREEPOST: CAWR Solar
Projects, or by emailing (info@cottamsolar.co.uk / info@westburtonsolar.co.uk.

END
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Notes to editors
About the developer:

The proposals are being brought forwards by Cottam Solar Project Limited and
West Burton Solar Project Limited, both of which are being developed by Island
Green Power.

Island Green Power is a leading international developer of renewable energy
projects. Established in 2013, they have delivered 26 solar projects worldwide
totalling more than 1GW of capacity, including 14 solar projects in the UK and
Republic of Ireland. Their mission is to increase solar energy usage, making more
renewdble energy possible and saving thousands of tonnes of CO: in the process.

Island Green Power is committed to responsible land use and believe that the
development and delivery of large-scale solar farms can be achieved in harmony
with their surroundings.

Project information:

The Cottam Solar Project would generate up to 600 MW of renewable energy and
involves a series of three areas of land in the West Lindsey District, in the vicinity of
Coates, Corringham, and Blyton.

The West Burton Solar Project would generate up to 480 MW of renewable energy
and involves a series of five areas of land. Three of these areas of land are inthe
West Lindsey District, in the vicinity of Broxholme, Ingleby and Brampton. The
fourth area of land for solar generationis in the Bassetlaw District, in the vicinity of
Clayworth and Gringley on the Hill. The project also includes a site for a substation
situated next to West Burton Power Station to be used for grid connection
infrastructure and enerqgy storage.

These areas of land would be connected by underground cable. Tne projects also
include enerqgy storage facilities, making enerqy available for when it is needed
most.

Given the amount of renewanle energy these projects would generate, they will be
classified as Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). This means that,
to gain permission to build them, Development Consent Order (DCO) applications
will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) after extensive consultation
with stakeholders including local communities and District and County Councils.
The Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) will
determine whether to grant consent for the proposals.

If consented, itis anticipated that construction on the projects could start from
2024 onwards.

Project contact details:

Any interested parties can get In toucn with the project team by email or phone.

Cottam Solar Project— info@cottamsolar.co.uk /

08081691848 / FREEPOST: CAWB Solar Projects

West Burton Solar Project
info@westburtonsolar.co.uk /08081631858 / FREEPOST: CAWB Solar Projects
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Media Contacts

Tom Mothersole (Counter Context)_@countercontextcom /
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Cottam Solar Project Limited and West Burton
Solar Project Limited are developing proposals for
new solar and energy storage projects that would
cross the county border between Lincolnshire and
Nottinghamshire.

Our phase two statutory consultation on these proposals opened on 15
June 2022, and initially ran for 6 weeks until 27 July 2022. During this time,
new results from further soil sampling became available (specific to the
West Burton 4 site) and an extension was provided to accept feedback on
this topic up to 23 August 2022.

We would like to thank the hundreds of local residents who took the
time to provide us with feedback during this phase of consultation. The

feedback we received is helping to inform the refinement of our proposals.

While this work is ongoing, we wanted to share some of the results from
our consultation, including a number of key design updates that these are
informing. These updates include:

West Burton 4 will now be removed from the proposals in its entirety.
To read further about this change, please see page 9 of this leaflet.

+  Due to the removal of West Burton 4, the proposed West Burton
substation site will also be removed. This infrastructure can now be
accommodated within West Burton 3. To read further about this
change, please see page 9 of this leaflet.

The ‘green lane’ off Ingham Road will no longer be used for
construction vehicles to access Cottam 1. To read further about this
change, please see page 10 of this leaflet.

«  Approximately 2.5 acres of land has been identified within the
southwest area of West Burton 2 for landscaping and biodiversity
mitigation and enhancement measures which we are designing in
collaboration with Saxilby Nature Project. To read further about this
update, please see page 10 of this leaflet.

During our phase two consultation we received:

Close to 700 pieces of feedback

Close to 300 attendees to our information events

Over 1,600 visits to our digital engagement platform

We undertook our Consultation by:

Publishing Preliminary Environmental Information Reports
(PEIRs) for each project

Distributing community consultation leaflets and feedback
forms to over 9,000 addresses in the vicinity of our proposals

Advertising our consultation, including by publishing statutory
notices in local and national newspapers and issuing posters
to local venues

Publishing information on our dedicated project websites
and inviting comments online through our digital engagement
platform

Holding two community webinar events

Holding six in-person community information events across
our consultation area
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Consultation feedback:
Project-wide statistics

We asked multiple-choice questions as part of our phase two consultation
through our feedback form (via a paper copy and online). The response to
these questions provides a high-level indication of the feedback received.

Are you providing your feedback on only one of the solar
projects, or both?

[ Cottam 1%
. West Burton 49%
[ Both Sites 40%

We have shared with you our detailed designs for the site
layout at all of the 8 sites we have proposed, do you have
specific comments on our design for any of the sites?

We st Burton Substation s 50

West Burton 4 I 249
West Burton 3 I 77

West Burton 2 s 72

West Burton 1 s 76

Sites

Cottam 3 m—— 55
Cottam 2 mmmmmm 58
Cottam 1 I 98
0 50 100 150 200 250 300

6 No. of respondents

Based on the information presented as part of our phase
two consultation, how supportive are you of our emerging
solar project proposals, which would generate clean,
affordable, and reliable renewable energy for the national
grid, with energy storage for when it is needed most?

Strongly Oppose (71%)

Do not support (6%)

Neither supportive nor unsupportive (4%)
Support (6%)

Strongly Support (6%)

Unspecified (8%)

We recognise that a clear majority of respondents indicated opposition
to the proposals. We also recognise that this question aggregates all
responses across the Cottam and West Burton Solar Project and that
levels of opposition and support differ across site areas.

For example, over 60% of respondents who selected ‘Strongly oppose’
or ‘Do not support’ also indicated that their feedback was relevant to the
West Burton 4 site.

By considering location-specific feedback, our team is working to identify
refinements that can be made across the projects, including in response to
key issues at each site area.

Some of these key themes and updates are presented in the following
pages.



Key feedback themes

Land quality and use

There are concerns regarding the
use of agricultural land, in particular
land considered to be Best and Most
Versatile (BMV). We understand there
are concerns regarding food security.

Landscape and views

There are concerns regarding
the potential visual impact of the
proposals.

Local ecology and biodiversity

There are concerns regarding the
potential impact to local wildlife.

Traffic, Access and Construction

There are concerns regarding the
suitability of local roads for use during
construction.

We recognise the need to achieve a
balance between food security and
energy security. Much of this feedback
focused on the West Burton 4 site areq,
which has now been removed from

the proposals. Our final Environmental
Statement will set out our site selection
process and how we have considered and
mitigated the impact to agricultural land.

The feedback received is informing the
development and location of further
visual mitigation measures, such as
through planting and landscaping. This
will be demonstrated by photomontages
presented in our application.

Our team is developing ecological

mitigation measures across the site areas,

and we are committed to delivering a
netgain in biodiversity. Feedback received
on specific species and areas has

been taken into account to ensure our
assessments and mitigation measures
are robust. These will be presented in our
Environmental Statement.

We are reviewing the proposed routes
for construction vehicles, including
working with other developers to
manage the impact of cumulative traffic
during construction. An updated Outline
Construction Traffic Management Plan is
being prepared as part of the application
and will consider the feedback received.

Key design updates

While the work to refine our proposals is still ongoing, we can confirm
a number of design updates following the close of our phase two
consultation.

West Burton 4 and the associated cabling infrastructure will be removed
from the project in its entirety.

We have reached this decision through considering the extensive
consultation feedback we have received alongside a range of factors as
part of our ongoing design refinement process. These factors include the
advancement of the technical design for the solar project and the results
from a range of environmental assessments.

On balance, we have concluded that the West Burton Solar Project can
be delivered without West Burton 4, and the removal of this site presents
opportunities to improve the overall project

The West Burton Substation site area will also be removed from the
project. This is due to the removal of the West Burton 4 site changing the
requirements for the substation infrastructure in this location. Our team is
now exploring how best to incorporate the energy storage and electrical
infrastructure within the already identified West Burton 3 site area.



The feedback we received indicated significant concern with the proposed
use of the ‘green lane’ (off Ingham Road) by construction vehicles for
accessing the Cottam 1 site area.

In response to this, we have amended our plans and will not be using
the green lane as a construction access route to the site. Instead, we are
proposing to use a field to the east of the ‘green lane’, as seen below.

KEY
New construction
access point

= ‘Green lane’

We have been consulting with Saxilby Nature Project on their use of
Hardwick Scrub and their wider aspirations in this area.

In addition to the permissive path already proposed through the site areq,
we have worked with Saxilby Nature Project to identify an area of around
2.5 acres in the south-western part of West Burton 2, opposite Hardwick
Scrub. Instead of hosting solar panels, this area will be used for landscaping
and biodiversity mitigation and enhancement measures post construction
of West Burton 2. We are exploring ways in which Saxilby Nature Project
may be able to use this area in the future for commmunity activities.

As our design work continues, some updates may require further
targeted consultation ahead of us submitting our application.

In this case, we will be in touch with relevant stakeholders and
residents to notify you of this information.

10

Having undertaken two rounds of community consultation and an extensive
series of environmental assessment, we are refining our proposals as we
prepare to submit our Development Consent Order applications (one for
the Cottam Solar Project and another for the West Burton Solar Project).
We anticipate submitting our applications over the winter.

The graphic below explains the process once we have applied to the
Planning Inspectorate.

The Planning Inspectorate, on behalf of the Secretary of State for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy, has 28 days to decide whether the application
meets the required standards to process the examination, including whether our
consultation has been adequate.

If the application is accepted, this will be publicised and you will be able to
register as an interested party and submit comments on the application. As
an interested party, you will be kept informed of progress and opportunities to
put your case forward. Inspectors will hold a preliminary meeting and set the
timetable of examination.

You can send your comments in writing. You can request to speak at a
public hearing. The Planning Inspectorate has six months to carry out the
examination.

A recommendation to the Secretary of State will be issued by the Planning
Inspectorate within three months. The Secretary of State then has a further
three months to issue a decision on the application.

Once the Secretary of State has issued a decision, there is a six-week
period for a legal challenge on the decision.



Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like
to find out more information about the Cottam and
West Burton Solar Projects.

You can get in touch with members of our communications team using
anyof our communications channels listed below.

@  visitour website: I

N

" Email: info@cottamsolar.co.uk

. call:0808 1691848
Cottam

EX{  Write to: FREEPOST: CAWB Solar Projects

West Burton Solar Project

@  Visitour website: G

Vs

-,‘ Email: info@westburtonsolar.co.uk

., Call:0808 1691858

West Burton
M Write to: FREEPOST: CAWD Solar Projects SOLAR PROJECT

If you would like this document in large print, audio or braille formats,
please contact us using the details above.

All graphics and maps in this document are for illustrative purposes.
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